Delivered by Young Start Scotland Awards October 2025
‘ THE NATIONAL LOTTERY

young . COMMUNITY FUND Number of Awards: 40
Total amount awarded: £3,092,915
Organisation Local Authority Award Project summary
Strathmore Angus £99,982 This group will use funding to support a three year project that will help young people in Angus build
Community Rugby their rugby training and coaching skills, to enhance health and wellbeing.
Trust

Children in Scotland City of Edinburgh £62,250 This group will use funding to run the two year '‘My Rights, My Say. Building Bridges' project, led by
young advisors aged 12-15 year old with additional support needs (ASN), aims to empower and
connect children and young people with ASN across Scotland while bridging the gap with education
professionals.

Granton Youth Ltd  City of Edinburgh £53,481 This group will use the funding to support up to 60 young people aged 14-25, in Granton, Edinburgh
across two years. The young people will be supported to volunteer, peer mentor and work toward
accreditation with recognised awards.

Lothian Autistic City of Edinburgh £99,518 This group will provide wrap around support and mentoring for 45 young people with autism and

Society other developmental disabilities, aged 12-18 years old in Edinburgh and the surrounding area, over
three years.

Multi-Cultural Family City of Edinburgh £65,785 This group will use two years funding to deliver and expand their Young Ambassadors programme, for

Base 60 young people aged 12-15.

Passion4Fusion City of Edinburgh £65,529 This group will use funding to develop and expand their sports outreach, volunteering and peer

mentoring programme for up to 200 young people from ethnically minoritised communities, aged
eight-24 years.

The Fruitmarket City of Edinburgh £57,286 This group will use their funding to engage with young people from three underrepresented groups

Gallery (blind and visually impaired, ethnically minoritised communities, and LGBTQIA+ young people), over
two years, in Edinburgh within the arts sector to create three bodies of work to be exhibited at the
Fruitmarket Gallery.

Think Circus SCIO City of Edinburgh £49,415 This group will use the funding to support up to 65 girls from primary six to first year in high school in
Edinburgh, over two years.

Dumfries & Galloway Dumfries and £87,843 This group will use the funding to continue to expand and strengthen their young people led

Arts Festival Galloway programmes, providing high-quality opportunities for young people in Dumfries and Galloway to
develop their creative skills, build connections, and access professional opportunities in the arts and
music industries.
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Organisation
Xcel Youth Trust

Local Authority
Dumfries and

Galloway
Dundee and Angus  Dundee City
ADHD Support Group
Seal Dunfermline Fife
SCIO
Achieve More! Glasgow City
Scotland
Crossroads Youth and Glasgow City
Community
Association
Impact Arts Glasgow City

(Projects) Limited
Jhankar Beats (SCIO) Glasgow City

Move On Glasgow City
National Autistic Glasgow City
Society

Scottish Music Glasgow City
Information Centre

LTD

SiMY Community Glasgow City

Development

Wing Tsjun Scotland Glasgow City
SCIO

Youth Initiatives
Scotland (SCIO)

Glasgow City

Award Project summary
£45,000 This group will use the funding to continue to deliver a range of activities aimed at improving the
lives of the young people aged eight-24 in Eskdale.
£94,071 The group will use the funding to run a youth group programme for young people affected by ADHD
and their families.
£87,844 This group will use the funding to expand their current groupwork provision from fortnightly to
weekly sessions, for young people experiencing social exclusion and isolation across West Fife.

£99,800 This group will use the funding to continue their volunteering and mentoring programme for children
and young people aged 14-24 in Glasgow.
£100,000 This group will use the funding to continue their core youth programme for young people aged eight-
16 with after school, weekend and school holiday provision.

£99,808 This group will deliver two, 12-week creative employability programme for young people aged 16-24
in Glasgow who have left school early or struggled in formal education.

£33,438 The group will deliver a one year programme of dance classes themed around creative and modern
Indian subcontinental dancing styles to promote the physical, mental and emotional wellbeing of 150
children and young people aged eight-24 in the Gorbals and Darley areas of Glasgow.

£25,816 This group will use the funding to create a peer-led Wellbeing Ambassador Programme over 15
months to benefit young people across their services in Glasgow and Edinburgh.

£99,402 This group will use funding over two years to continue and expand, the Empower Up Programme,
providing online and in-person social group sessions for children and young people with autism across
Scotland.

£100,000 This group will use funding to deliver one-to-one and group music tuition to care experienced young

people (CEYP) aged five-24 years across Scotland using a trauma-informed relational model to build
positive relationships with young people experiencing difficult circumstances.

£99,487 The group will use the funding over three years to run their weekly contact groups, weekend mini-
adventures and school holiday programmes for children and young people aged eight-18 in Townhead
and surrounding areas.

£34,360 This group will use the funding to improve physical, mental and emotional wellbeing through their
free youth group activities including table top games, outdoor exercise, trips and anti-violence work.

£61,470 The group will use the funding to expand their youth-led volunteering initiative in Pollok over three
years.
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Organisation
Aban Outdoor Ltd

Brora and District
Action Group

Moniack Mhor
Limited

Artlink Edinburgh
and the Lothians

Mayfield and

Easthouses Youth
2000 Project

ReBOOT (Moray

Computer Recycling)

Focus Youth Project

SCIO

Just Dive In CIC

Launch It Trust
Paisley

Local Authority
Highland

Highland

Highland

Midlothian

Midlothian

Moray

North Lanarkshire

Renfrewshire

Renfrewshire

Award

Project summary

£73,634 This group based in Merkinch, Inverness, will use the funding to empower young people aged eight-24
through outdoor adventure activities and volunteering opportunities that aim to improve wellbeing,
foster community connections, and strengthen skills for future employment or enterprise.

£50,000 This group will use the funding to support the staffing and running costs of their drop-in youth club
based in Brora, which aims to support 100 children and young people aged 11-18 to build social
connections, improve mental health and wellbeing and support their next steps into employment
through learning and development, over three years.

£98,696 This group will use the funding to deliver a creative writing programme for young people in the
Highlands, who may have experience of the care system, are a person with a disability, or are from a
marginalised background.

£91,729 This project will support 14 neurodiverse young people aged 12-24 in Midlothian over three years to
develop interest-based activities and workshops. These young people will lead sessions and share
their skills with a wider group of up to 30 peers in the same age range.

£54,981 This group will use the funding to support up to 100 young people each year in Mayfield and
Easthouses, through weekly drop-in sessions, four annual group work programmes, two holiday
programmes, and outdoor climate focused activities. It will expand a successful health and wellbeing
initiative, building resilience for young people, developing leadership skills and providing the
opportunity for accredited pathways.

£75,000 This group will use the funding to expand its support for young people with disabilities aged 16-24 in
Moray, increasing annual participation from 32 to 60. The project will introduce a new holistic, youth-
led approach, offering work experience, employability skills, and social and life skills development in
a safe and supportive environment.

£99,999 This group will use the funding to deliver a three year programme of social, outdoor, educational,
and wellbeing focused activities for young people from Viewpark and the surrounding areas. The
project will work with 90 young people and provide 13 volunteering opportunities over three years.

£48,000 This group will use the funding to provide 30 young people aged 14-24 with a 12-month programme
of training, experience and certification that will help them to find training and employment
opportunities in the aquatic sector.

£98,420 This group will use the funding to continue and develop their enterprise hub and support programme
for young entrepreneurs in Renfrewshire. Over three years, the project will work with at least 120
young people and 24 volunteers.
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Organisation
Pachedu

ReMode
Renfrewshire CIC

Peeblesshire Youth
Trust (SCIO)

Hansel Alliance

Hyzone Limited

ACTS Scotland CIC

West Dunbartonshire
Gymnastics Club
SCIO

Carers of West
Lothian

Diversified

Local Authority

Renfrewshire

Renfrewshire

Scottish Borders

South Ayrshire

South Lanarkshire

Stirling

West
Dunbartonshire

West Lothian

West Lothian

Award Project summary

£99,000 The group will use the funding to support a youth-led programme of physical and social activities,
personal development and skills training for 30-50 young people, aged 14-24, from ethnically
minoritised communities in the Renfrewshire area.

£99,893 This group will use funding to deliver interlinked, youth-led creative activities and volunteering
opportunities centred around the theme of promoting and understanding sustainable fashion. The
group gives participants the opportunity to explore Paisley's rich textiles and weaving history, with
support from Paisley Museum, Create Paisley and Barshaw Community Gardens.

£90,000 This group will use the funding to continue to provide support to primary children transitioning to
high school, who have low confidence or difficulty communicating. Between 90 and 120 children will
benefit from the core programme over three years with 300 aged 10-14 participating in total, along
with 150 volunteers.

£55,000 This group will use funding to support young people with additional support needs as they move
towards paid employment. Based in Symington near Ayr, the project offers horticultural and ground
maintenance work experience, training and qualifications in volunteering and health and wellbeing,
personal development and support.

£94,224 The group will use the funding to continue to deliver a relational youth project which promotes
inclusivity and equality. Young people will be supported to form positive relationships with their
peers and their community, to reduce isolation and improve wellbeing. The project will be delivered
by way of a zone framework. This three-year project will work with approximately 180 young people
and 25 volunteers from the Hamilton area.

£65,610 The group will use the funding to continue to deliver an employability programme aimed at young
people in the Forth Valley who are disengaged from school, or who are not in formal education,
employment or training.

£77,144 This group will use the funding to continue and develop their Flip and Thrive-after school clubs and
gymnastics holiday camp places that will benefit 290 children aged eight-16, over three years.

£100,000 This group will use the funding to establish and support a group of Young Carers Ambassadors who
will lead on projects and act as a point of contact for other young carers in their own high schools
across West Lothian, as well as supporting the transition of younger carers from primary school to
secondary school. This project will benefit up to 453 young people over three years.

£100,000 This group will use the funding to deliver programmes to help tackle social isolation and create
positive destinations for young people with autism aged 11-18, primarily in West Lothian with some
young people travelling from Edinburgh, East Lothian, Falkirk, Forth and Fife. This project will
benefit around 300 young people and 18 volunteers over the course of two years.
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